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Brussel: Still Life
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POETRY

343
THE

MADMAN

Firkins agreed with the court that he was mad.
He insisted on filing an objection, though,
To the trivial grounds on which it found him so.
How was it crazy to go about unclad
When he had shed his body long ago?
His real dementia, which no one knew he had,
Was a queer impression of feeling cold in snow.
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FOUR ·POEMS
STILL

LIFE

Take the simple cloth, the plaited bread, the drape
-Yellow, and the mottle of the grapes
Red, green and purple in the broken plate
And shadow underlying'every shape.
'
Take ~em and picture them. What if the bread is' hard., ~he fruit recalling the remote vineyard?
Y~u must not paint them it! this afterward
Of light, grave as a sacrifice upon the board.
Take them with sun at noon, at summer, at the crisis of
The good time being; Take them clearly festive
For the things that they ar"and sufficient to loveWithout the northerly lowlight, the growing of loss,
Without the taste of want in the golden bread.
It should be sufficient, time being, and these being spread
So colorfully on the table, without the odd
.Remembrance. of vineyard near the lovely wood.
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That you can walk through the papered chambersRecognize places where sun like amber
Trinkets dangled on walls tha~ reveal
Their old adornments with. a few pale PendantsThat you mark the crumbling about the sills But that the whole stands for' its descendants:
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